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30 August – 3 September 2004, Nairobi, Kenya

Agreed Decisions

Introduction

This paper reports the decisions agreed at the First Plenary Meeting of the International Assessment of
Agricultural Science and Technology for Development held at UNEP Headquarters, Nairobi, Kenya
from 30 August to 3 September 2004.

Decision 1 Objectives, goals and outputs of the IAASTD

The Plenary, having considered the recommendations of the Steering Committee for the IAASTD
consultative process,

1.   Decides that the broad objectives of the IAASTD are to:

a.  undertake global and sub-global assessments of the role of  knowledge, science and
technology (KST) as it pertains to agriculture in reducing hunger and poverty, improving
rural livelihoods, and health, increasing incomes and facilitating equitable, environmentally,
socially and economically sustainable development;

b.  provide robust information for decision makers on how to ensure that policies, practices
and institutional arrangements enable KST to contribute to reducing hunger and poverty,
improving rural livelihoods and health, increasing incomes, and facilitating equitable,
environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development;  and

c.  bring together the range of stakeholders (consumers, governments, NGOs, private sector,
producers, scientific community, international agencies) involved in the agricultural sector
and rural development to share views, gain common understanding and vision for the
future.

2.   Decides that the primary goals of the IAASTD are to:

a.  assess the effects of agricultural KST policy and institutional environments, as well as
practices, in the context of sustainable development1;

b.  make the resulting state-of-the-art, objective analyses accessible to decision makers at all
levels – from small scale producers to those who create international policy;

c.  identify where critically important information gaps exist in order to more effectively target
research; and

                                                       
1 Reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural livelihoods, and health, increasing incomes and facilitating
equitable, environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development.



d.  further the capacity of developing country nationals and institutions to generate, access,
and use agricultural KST that promote sustainable development.

3.   Decides that the primary outputs will include published (printed and web-based) critical in-depth
global and sub-global assessments of local and institutional knowledge and experiences, and that the
Summaries of the reports will be translated into the six official languages of the United Nations.

4.   Recognizes that the primary outputs of the IAASTD may lead to:
a. more directed and targeted agriculturally relevant research programs and policies to

contribute  to reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural livelihoods and health,
increasing incomes and facilitating equitable, environmentally, socially and economically
sustainable development;

b.   more effective institutional arrangements to enable the adoption of advances in agricultural
KST, including better integration of traditional and institutional knowledge;

c.   increased uptake and adaptation of knowledge, research results and technologies  by
producers;

d.   better integration of research into outreach programs and policy decisions;
e.  better understanding of the effects of agricultural polices, practices, technologies and

institutional arrangements on ecosystems and their goods and services, and on
biodiversity; and

f.    better understanding of options for making agriculture more environmentally sustainable.

Decision 2  Structure and approach for the IAASTD

The Plenary

1.   Decides that the IAASTD will use a multi-disciplinary approach, and be multi-scale, addressing
global and sub-global (community to regional) issues. The global component will address issues with
broad relevance and be interlinked with the sub-global assessments.

2.   Decides that the global component of the IAASTD will be framed by analyses of history and the
future:

Historical lessons
a. an analysis of existing knowledge to determine factors responsible for successes and

failures in the use of agricultural KST (by region, farm scale, type of technology, etc.) in the
context of sustainable development;

b. IAASTD will provide a critical retrospective of producer and consumer responses to local
and institutional agricultural KST, institutional systems and policies and the subsequent
effects on the environment, health, poverty, equity, and nutritional security; and

c. an analysis of the rate of return on investments in agricultural KST.

Plausible futures
d. IAASTD will present a plausible range of future scenarios for agricultural production (crop,

livestock, fishery, forest, fiber and biomass), demand and trade, nutritional security, and
water, soil and land use between now and 2050 given a range of demographic, climatic,
ecological, economic, cultural, socio-political, and technological projections.

This framework will provide the context for assessing the:
e. relevance, quality and effectiveness of agricultural KST; and



f. effectiveness of public and private sector policies and institutional arrangements (including
at the community level) in relation to agricultural KST;

in relation to the broader objectives of:
1. hunger and poverty reduction and the improvement of rural livelihoods and incomes;
2. the environment (water, land use, soils, biodiversity and atmosphere);
3. equitable, socially and economically sustainable development; and
4. human health (nutrition and food safety).

IAASTD will take into account enabling conditions and contextual issues that directly affect the
generation, use, accessibility and effectiveness of agricultural KST.

3.    Decides that IAASTD would complement not duplicate existing activities and develop a set of
strategic priority issues agreed by all stakeholders.

4.    Decides that the sub-global assessments will use the same basic framework as the global
assessment, i.e., historical lessons and plausible futures will frame the assessments. The sub-global
assessments will vary in scale from continents to communities, will use a consistent methodology,
cover a range of agro-ecological systems, and employ selection criteria that take into account socio-
economic and institutional conditions, and poverty mapping.

Decision 3  Outline for the global component of the IAASTD

The Plenary

Decides that the global assessment will contain 3 sections: (i) Historical lessons; (ii) Plausible futures;
and (iii) Relevance, quality and effectiveness of agricultural KST, and institutions and policies. Gender
analysis will be utilized in all three sections. The chapters will be based on the questions developed by
the Plenary and reviewed and approved by the Bureau, taking into consideration the questions raised
during the regional consultations and by the Steering Committee that directed the consultative process.
These questions are summarized in Appendix 1.  Additional questions, consistent with the broad
framework approved by the Plenary, can be taken into account by the design teams.  Decision 2
summarizes the broad content of the chapters.

Decision 4  Approach for the sub-global components of the IAASTD

The Plenary

1.   Decides to conduct five sub-global assessments: Sub-Saharan Africa, East and South Asia and the
Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, Central and West Asia and North Africa, and Europe and
North America. Each sub-global assessment will utilize the methodology for the global assessment: that
is, the impacts of agricultural KST on rural livelihoods, nutritional security, equity, the environment and
human health will be evaluated in relation to both the past and the future. The methodology will
explicitly acknowledge the multiple functions of agriculture – satisfying demand; improving rural
economies, livelihoods, and health; and sustaining its environmental and natural resource foundation.
The scope of each sub-global assessment will be determined by the priorities established within the
region (consistent with the available budget), agreed by the regional Bureau members and approved by
the full Bureau.

2.   Decides that regional institutional partners nominated by the Secretariat and approved by the
Bureau will assist with the sub-global assessments. The involvement of regional institutions will ensure



the inclusion and support of authors and reviewers from the region and ground the IAASTD process in
regional and local concerns. Utilizing institutional partners in the design, implementation, and
authorship of the Assessments will:

a. enhance sub-regional, regional and local capacities;
b. help build synergy between regions as they work together to develop internally consistent

methodologies;
c. promote and extend linkages and partnerships to enhance sustainable development

beyond the lifetime of the IAASTD process;
d. allow for the needs of multiple institutions and users to be addressed;
e. greatly extend the communities that will contribute to and learn of the results of the IAASTD

process at the local, national, and regional levels;
f. facilitate the input from national assessments into the regional assessments; and
g. assist the Secretariat in communication and outreach within the regions including with the

Regional Development Banks.

Decision 5  Design meetings for the global and sub-global assessments

The Plenary

1.    Decides to approve a design meeting of about 85 experts, nominated by governments and other
stakeholder groups and selected by the Bureau, to prepare a detailed outline for the global assessment,
based on the outline and questions approved in Decision 3. The Bureau will ensure balance among the
selected experts: geographic, area of expertise, gender, and institutional/stakeholder.

2.    Decides to approve design meetings (one per sub-global assessment) of about 45  experts,
nominated by stakeholder groups and selected by the appropriate regional members of the Bureau, to
prepare a detailed outline for each of the sub-global assessments, based on the approach approved in
Decision 4. The Bureau will ensure balance among the selected experts: geographic, area of expertise,
gender, and institutional/stakeholder.

3.    Decides to approve a final design meeting for the global and sub-global assessments of about 30
experts, representing the global and sub-global assessments, to finalize the designs and ensure
methodological consistency and complementarity of work.

Decision 6  Timetable for preparing, peer reviewing and approving the global and sub-global
assessments

The Plenary

Decides, assuming funding is immediately available, to approve a timetable, which includes the
following key features:

a. one additional Plenary meeting;
b. three additional Bureau meetings;
c. a series of design meetings;
d. four lead author meetings for each of the global and sub-global assessments;
e. two combined global and sub-global lead author meeting; and
f. two rounds of expert and government peer review to ensure quality.

 Decision 7   The Budget

The Plenary



1.    Decides to approve the baseline budget for the IAASTD of US$10.76 M over a maximum period of
three years with the assumption that at least 80% of the needed funds are secured by July 2005.

2.    Decides that since the Plenary recognizes that there is value in undertaking further work beyond
the IAASTD work plan as framed in Decisions 3, 4 and 5, any additional work approved by the Bureau
would give priority to activities that increase ownership and broaden participation at regional and sub-
regional levels.

3.    Recognizes that the baseline IAASTD budget is based on the following assumptions:
a. the travel costs (transportation, hotel, per diem) of authors from developing countries and

countries with economies in transition to the design and author meetings are covered –
coach class only;

b. the travel costs (transportation, hotel, per diem) of government representatives from
developing countries and countries with economies in transition to plenary meetings are
covered, limited to one representative per country – coach class only;

c. the travel costs (transportation, hotel, per diem) to Bureau meetings for government
representatives from developing countries and countries with economies in transition who
are elected to the Bureau are covered – coach class only;

d. the travel costs (transportation, hotel, per diem) for NGO, consumer, producer and
developing country private sector representatives elected to the Bureau are covered for
Bureau and plenary meetings – coach class only;

e. OECD governments pay their own travel costs to Plenary meetings and other relevant
meetings;

f. OECD governments pay the travel costs of their own experts to the lead author meetings;
and

g. some expert authors and review editors may be offered honoraria (but no salary compensation)
based on criteria developed by the Bureau.

4.    Recognizes the major expenses of the baseline budget are:
 $US

Plenary I      390K
Design meetings   495K
Meetings (plenary and bureau)   750K
Meetings (global assessment)   980K
Meetings (sub-global assessment) 1575K
Sub-global institutions   960K
Honoraria   150K
Secretariat 3780K
Communication and outreach   500K
Publications/translation 1180K
Contingency       0

TOTAL 10760K

5.    Encourages in-kind support from developing countries and civil society. For example, travel
expenses for experts to attend design team meetings and lead author meetings and  representatives to
attend Bureau and/or Plenary meetings, and self-funded national assessments utilizing the same
methodology as the sub-global assessments that contribute to the sub-global assessments.

Decision 8    Approach for financial contributions

The Plenary



1.    Decides to adopt the approach taken by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, i.e.
voluntary contributions reflecting equitable cost sharing (not the UN indicative scale).

2.    Decides that contributions would be sought from the co-sponsoring agencies (FAO, UNDP, UNEP,
UNESCO, World Bank, WHO), the Global Environment Facility, governments, foundations, regional
development banks and civil society, including the private sector.

3.    Decides that  cash contributions will be placed in a multi-donor trust fund managed by the
Secretariat and dispensed based on funding decisions recommended by a finance committee and
approved by the Plenary or by the Bureau.

4.    Decides to accept in-kind or earmarked contributions, e.g., a Regional Development Bank
contributing to a sub-global assessment, but  must be approved by the Bureau to maintain overall
transparency.

5.    Recognizes that the required financing of about US$10.76M for the baseline budget over three
years, which could be achieved by donations of:

a. US$3M from the World Bank budget and WB Development Grants Facility;
b. US$3.35M from the GEF (includes $350K from a PDF-B grant);
c. US$4.41M from cosponsoring agencies, OECD governments, foundations, and others.

6.   Decides that once the baseline budget of US $10.76M is realized, additional funding will be sought
to increase ownership and broaden participation at regional and sub-global levels.

Decision 9  Composition of the Bureau, geographic government representation on the
Bureau, selection processes for government and non-government Bureau positions, and terms
of reference for the Bureau

The Plenary

1.    Decides to approve the composition of the Bureau, which is based on the recommendation of the
multi-stakeholder steering committee, i.e. a Bureau of 62 members: 2 co-chairs, 30 government
representatives, 22 non-government representatives and 8 representatives from institutions. The 22
non-government representatives will consist of:

a. 6 non-governmental organizations (NGOs);
b. 6 private sector;
c. 6 producers; and
d. 4 consumers.

2.    Decides that the co-chairs of the Bureau will be those elected by the Bureau to co-chair the
IAASTD.

3.    Decides to approve the proposed regional distribution:
a. Central and West Asia and North Africa (4);
b. Sub-Saharan Africa (6);
c. Latin America and the Caribbean (5);
d. East and South Asia and the Pacific (6);
e. Europe and North America (9).

4.    Decides that Bureau members should have relevant technical or scientific expertise in a field such
as agriculture (production, marketing, processing, research, etc.), health, nutrition, gender, rural



development or the environment, and that members should promote trust among the stakeholders and
demonstrate broad vision.

5.    Decides that:
a. the IAASTD co-chairs will be elected by the Bureau;
b. the plenary (i.e. the Panel of participating governments) will elect the government

representatives of the Bureau, with each region selecting its own members, taking into
account areas of expertise and gender balance and the criteria set out above;

c. the non-governmental stakeholders (producer and consumer organizations, NGOs and the
private sector) select their own members of the Bureau, taking into account geography,
expertise, and gender, via four nominating committees (one from each group) based on
the criteria set out above;

d. the following institutions will also be represented on the Bureau: CAB International (CABI);
the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR); the Kyrgyz
Agricultural Research Institute; the International Center for Research on Women (ICRW);
the International Council for Science (ICSU); the Rockefeller Foundation; the Third World
Academy of Science (TWAS); the World Conservation Union (IUCN); and

e. the cosponsoring agencies and the Global Environment Facility will serve as ex-officio
members of the Bureau.

6.     Decides that once the Bureau membership has been finalized, the members will be listed in
Appendix 2.

7.     Decides that the terms of reference for the Bureau include:
a. designing the nomination process for the IAASTD co-chairs;
b. selecting authors for the design meetings;
c. selecting authors for the preparation of the global and sub-global assessments;
d. selecting review editors;
e. developing an outreach and communications strategy;
f. developing a capacity-building strategy;
g. overseeing the management of the sub-global assessments;
h. advising the Plenary on emerging issues of concern;
i. accepting additional functions requested by the Plenary; and
j. oversight of the budget.

8.   Decides that if a vote needs to be taken on a specific issue, i.e., in the event that consensus cannot
be reached, only the government members will vote, after listening to the views of the non-government
representatives, given the intergovernmental nature of the IASSTD

 Decision 10 Principles and Procedures for the IAASTD

The Plenary

1.     Decides to forward for review and approval the Principles and Procedures in IAASTD-PI/Doc.8 to
the Bureau, which are based on those developed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
and the international Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and endorsed by the steering committee, and
address the following key issues:

a. composition and roles and responsibilities of the Bureau;
b. roles and responsibilities of the Secretariat;
c. eligibility for participation in the plenary;
d. conflict resolution;
e. procedures for the preparation, review, acceptance, approval, adoption and publication of

the IAASTD;



f. processes for the selection of authors and review editors; and
g. tasks and responsibilities of the lead authors, coordinating lead authors, contributing

authors, expert reviewers, review editors and focal points.

 Decision 11 Criteria and process for the selection of co-chairs for the IAASTD

The Plenary

1.     Decides to request the Bureau, with the assistance of the Secretariat, to design a nomination
process for two co-chairs to be elected at the beginning of the second Bureau meeting, with due
consideration for balance with respect to gender, geography, area of expertise and sector of
employment:

a. one co-chair should be from a developed country and the other from a developing country;
and

b. one should have a background in the natural sciences and the other in social sciences.

2.      Decides the selection criteria for the co-chairs should include:
a. well respected in their field of expertise;
b. capacity to facilitate a complicated process;
c. demonstrated intellectual leadership;
d. ability to inspire unity among stakeholders;
e. impartiality on contentious issues, such as genetically modified organisms;
f. commitment to allocate at least 30% of their time over the three years of the IAASTD

process;
g. ability to co-chair intergovernmental meetings (i.e., the plenary meetings) and multi-

stakeholder Bureau meetings;
h. ability to chair multi-disciplinary scientific meetings;
i. politically astute;
j. fluency in English; with excellent ability to communicate, verbally and in writing;
k. experience with international and/or assessment processes; and
l. literacy across both natural and social sciences.

3.    Decides to charge the Bureau with assessing whether an honorarium is required for one or both
co-chairs and the appropriate level.


