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International Assessment of Agricultural Science & Technology (IAASTD) 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL REPORT AIMS TO SET NEW AGENDA FOR GLOBAL FOOD PRODUCTION
 “BUSINESS AS USUAL IS NOT AN OPTION”

--Professor Robert Watson- Director IAASTD & Chief Scientist DEFRA
31 March 2008, London -- There are 850 million malnourished people in the world today. The unequal distribution of food and conflict over control of the world’s dwindling natural resources present a major political and social challenge to governments and policy makers, likely to reach crisis status as climate change advances and world population expands from 6.7 billion to 9.2 billion by 2050
. A new report from the International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology (IAASTD) highlights the urgent need for global attention to the issue now.
In the midst of worldwide market turbulence, a commodity prices boom, volatility in the oil market, and record high food prices, the IAASTD’s ambitious inter-governmental report seeks to bring together Northern and Southern perspectives to drive the agricultural agenda for the next fifty years.

The IAASTD was initiated by the World Bank and the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation to analyse the potential of agricultural knowledge, science and technology for reducing hunger and poverty, improving rural livelihoods, and working towards environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development. 

On 7th April in Johannesburg, South Africa, the assessment will come to its conclusion when the lead authors and more than [100 delegates] are expected to attend the final IAASTD Plenary sessions to adopt the report findings section by section for ratification at the end of the week.  The resulting report will be the culmination of a four-year process which has involved 100 countries], more than 400 experts, as well as stakeholders from non-governmental organisations, producer groups and the private sector.  The resolution of the often divergent viewpoints held by such a broad range of stakeholders promises to be an important challenge at the plenary session. 

IAASTD report findings will be released in London, Washington, Delhi, Paris, Nairobi and a number of other cities worldwide on 15th April 2008. 
In the year from March 2007 the price of commodities on which a large portion of the world’s population depend: soybeans, corn and wheat rose by 87%, 31% and 130% respectively. A combination of factors are projected to continue to push up prices including; increased demand caused by ongoing world population growth; increasing demand for meat in developing economies like China and India; and the alternative use of maize and soybeans for bio-fuels.  With global grain stores today at their lowest level ever  the question of how to feed the world has never been more urgent.  
 “A key question posed by the assessment was whether it’s possible to change priorities in the agricultural sector to encompass the multiple goals of enhanced production and increased nutritional value, without adverse consequences for the environment, in a way that benefits the poorest of the poor.”
Explains Professor Robert Watson, Director of the IAASTD and Chief Scientist of DEFRA. Following his role as one of the architects of the IPCC report on Climate Change, Professor Watson has taken a leading role in the IAASTD assessment process.

One of the unique aspects of the assessment is its inter-governmental structure-(a hybrid of the IPCC and the Millenium Ecosystem assessment)- which sits alongside a multi-stakeholder bureau with members from different parts of society including, scientists and producers, consumers, private sector companies, and NGOs to ensure that environmental, developmental, equity and health issues were an integral part of the assessment.
Under the direction of the lead authors, the IAASTD assessment has taken a rural development perspective.  Professor Watson continues,
“Agriculture has a footprint on all of the big environmental issues, so as the world considers climate change, biodiversity, land degradation, water quality, etc. they  must also consider agriculture which lies at the centre of these issues and poses some uncomfortable challenges that need to be faced. We’ve got to make sure the footprint of agriculture on climate change is lessened, we have to make sure that we don’t degrade our soil, we don’t degrade the water, we don’t have adverse effects on biodiversity. There are some major challenges, but we believe that by combining local and traditional knowledge with formal knowledge these challenges can be met.”
The IAASTD report will incorporate a global assessment as well as five sub-global assessments in acknowledgement that the challenges in Africa are not identical to the challenges in Asia or Latin America.  By taking a ‘bottom-up’ approach, the report aims to understand the needs of those most vulnerable to threats to the security of their food and livelihood.  Plenary sessions in Johannesburg will aim to come to agreement on the key priorities for each region
Agreement of key findings in Johannesburg will aim to improve the scope of influence of the report over policies and practices in many parts of the world.  ‘Once finalised, we have a major outreach challenge to make sure these findings are understood by a very wide range of people from all levels of the government and private sector, to farmers, to NGOs, to all parts of society in both developed and developing countries.  In North America and Europe we especially need to make sure these findings are taken on board by large international organisations - particularly those who decide policy and make funding decisions.’ says Professor Watson.

While ultimately optimistic about the potential for the report to provide a roadmap towards a more sustainable and equitable future, Professor Watson warns that, ‘If we do persist with business as usual, the world's people cannot be fed over the next half-century. It will mean more environmental degradation, and the gap between the haves and have-nots will expand. We have an opportunity now to marshal our intellectual resources to avoid that sort of future. Otherwise we face a world nobody would want to inhabit.’
For more information about the IAASTD Plenary sessions, UK report launch or to interview Professor Robert Watson, please contact the Satellite press office on 020 7608 5210. Photos of IAASTD co-chairs and video press release are available on request.
ENDS
EDITOR’S NOTES 
IAASTD 

· Sponsors: FAO, GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, the World Bank and WHO
· Costs:  US$ 11 million Most of the scientists involved have contributed their time free of charge.   
· Leadership: The Director of the Secretariat, Robert T. Watson (Chief Scientist of DEFRA) and the IAASTD Chairs Judi Wakhungu (Executive Director, African Centre for Technology Studies) and Hans R. Herren (President, Millennium Institute) are responsible for the intellectual leadership of the project.
· Final Plenary Sessions 
· 7-12 April, 2008 Johannesburg, South Africa
· Meeting Agenda / Key topics 
· 7-8th April - Approval of the IAASTD global summary for decision makers for the global report by the plenary of governments. Participants will consider global summary for decision makers on a line-by-line basis per the principles and procedures requirement for document approval.
· 9 April - Acceptance of the IAASTD sub-global reports and approval of the summaries for decision makers for the IAASTD sub-global reports by respective sub-global regional governments. Central and West Asia and West Africa (CWANA) ; East and South Asia and the Pacific (ESAP) ; Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) ; North America and Europe (NAE) ; Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) . Participants will consider on a regional basis their respective sub-global summary for decision makers on a line-by-line basis per the principles and procedures requirement for document approval.
· 10-12th April - Acceptance of the IAASTD synthesis report and approval of the executive summary for decision makers of the synthesis report. Participants will consider summary for decision makers for the synthesis report on a line-by-line basis per the

Regional and subject authors
· Global Report and Synthesis Report
· Steve Biggs
· Janice Jiggins
· Roger Leakey
· Shelley Feldman
· North America and Europe (NAE)
·  Marianne Lefort 
· Central and West Asia and North Africa (CWANA)
· Abid Suleri

· Alia Gana
·       East and South Asia and Pacific (ESAP)
· Rajeswari Raina
· Dev Nathan
· Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)
· Inge Armbrecht
· Ivette Perfecto
· Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA)
· Judi Wakhungu (IAASTD Co-Chair)       
· Gordana Kranjac 
· Lindela Ndlovu
Additional Quotes:

Professor Robert Watson

·  ‘This has been a major voluntary effort by the world’s scientific community to really work hard on international assessments such as the IAASTD and IPCC reports in order to try and influence policy formulation in both developed and developing countries across a very wide spectrum of issues.’ 
· ‘There’s no question in a world where we have increasing population demographic changes, a world that’s becoming increasingly wealthy - all be it with still a lot of poor people- that the demand for more nutritious food will grow. The demand for more livestock – meat - will grow,  the demand for more fish will grow.  And so managing the livestock revolution is going to be absolutely critical.  The question is: as China in particular grows, it will demand more meat?  The question is: will China have a major livestock industry and import the fodder, or will it import the meat?’
·  ‘We have had significant increases in production but we haven’t always met the needs of all the people that are hungry or malnourished today.  We have both hungry people and anincreasingly obese population, so there’s a real challenge in the agricultural sector, not only to provide the amount of food where it is most needed, but also to provide nutritious food that is healthy.’
·  ‘For a long while, the focus for agriculture was on production, rightly so after the large world war in Europe and North America where there was a shortage of food, also equally important in developing countries. However agriculture can do more than just focus on production. It can help supply clean water, it can help to protect biodiversity, it should be managed in a way that manages our soils sustainably. Without this realisation we risk undermining the capital of the agricultural sector. All of these things will undermine our ability in the future to produce the food we need in a cost effective way. ‘
· ‘Although considered by many to be a success story, the benefits of productivity increases in world agriculture are unevenly spread. Often the poorest of the poor have gained little or nothing, and 850 million people are still hungry or malnourished with an additional 4 million more joining their ranks annually. We are putting food that appears cheap on our tables but it is food that is not always healthy and that costs us dearly in terms of water, soil and the biological diversity on which the future depends.’
The Road to Recommendation: IAASTD Synthesis Report Chronology
The IAASTD Synthesis Report is a three-year collaborative effort (2005 - 2007) in initiated in 2002.
· August 2002 FAO and the World Bank announced at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg

· November 2002 first stakeholder meeting in Dublin, Ireland
· Regional Consultations held – Nov 2002 – Nov 2003

---Dublin, Ireland Consultative Meeting, November 6-8, 2002
---Nairobi, Kenya Consultative Meeting, January 31, 2003
---Cairo, Egypt Consultative Meeting, February 25-26, 2003
---Paris, France Consultative Meeting, March 31 - April 1, 2003
---Lima, Peru Consultative Meeting, April 7-8, 2003
---Washington, DC Consultative Meeting, April 28-29, 2003

---San Jose, Costa Rica Consultative Meeting, May 8-9, 2003
---New Delhi, India Consultative Meeting, May 12-13, 2003
---Suva, Fiji Consultative Meeting, May 23-24, 2003
---Bogor, Indonesia Consultative Meeting, June 5-6, 2003
---Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Consultative Meeting, June 9-10, 2003
---Cork, Ireland Steering Committee Meeting, June 12-13, 2003 
---Beijing, China Consultative Meeting, November 17-18, 2003

· 55-member Steering Committee meetings to finalize process recommendations to the President of the World Bank and the Heads of FAO, IFAD, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO and WHO

· 12-13 June 2003 Cork, Ireland 
· 31 July - 2 August 2003 Budapest, Hungary Steering committee meeting
· December 2003 United Nations expresses full support and cooperation for the initiative
· 30 August to 3 September 2004 - Nairobi, Kenya The Panel of participating governments approved the principles and procedures governing the IAASTD at the Intergovernmental Plenary.
· May 25 to 27, 2005 Montpellier, France principles and procedures revised and approved at the Second IAASTD Bureau meeting.

· 19 September 2007 First draft IAASTD global report findings 
· 7 April – 12 April 2008 Johannesburg, South Africa Final Plenary Sessions for global and regional assessments
· 15 April 2008 London, Washington, Paris, Delhi, Nairobi Report Launch
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/wpp2006/wpp2006.htm" �http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/wpp2006/wpp2006.htm�








